
ULEMHAS STUDY TOUR 

THE EXCITEMENT OF BERLIN: 
Art, Architecture and History 

27 to 31 October 2012 

During the Cold War the old centre of Berlin lay in the East Zone and after the 
destruction of the Second World War, it lay shabby and neglected when compared 
to the bustle and prosperity of the West Zone. When the Wall came down the city 
was swept up in a huge campaign of rebuilding and restoration to recreate the 
nation's finally united capital. The result is an exhilarating manifestation of the work 
of the world's most famous architects 

Berlin has shown courage in confronting its past and some of its great buildings, 
Daniel Liebeskind's Jewish Museum, the Holocaust Memorial and the Topography of 
Terror Museum, are memorials to its darkest moments. 

As well as building new centres such as the Potsdamer Platz, Berlin has been 
equally determined to restore the great buildings of the old East Zone; palaces, 
theatres, churches, synagogues, government ministries and, most importantly, 
museums to house the long divided art and sculpture collections. 

Our lecturer will be Tom Abbot, a long term resident of Berlin, where he has 
ample opportunity to pursue his passion for architecture from the Baroque to the 
present day. Born in the United States he graduated in Psychology and Art History 
from Minnesota and continued his studies at the Louvre School of Art History in 
Paris. He has devised and led many cultural tours to Germany. 



Practical details and booking arrangements 

Travel will be by an early flight from Heathrow on Saturday 27 November 2012, and on 
by coach to the Hotel Westin Grand where we spend all four nights. The return journey 
on Wednesday 31 November will be by an early evening flight. 

The cost will be £995 per person, which covers travel, hotel accommodation, breakfasts, 
three dinners with wine, water and coffee, admission charges, tips for drivers and 
restaurant staff, and the services of the lecturer. It is calculated on the basis of shared 
twin rooms, and does not cover lunches, coffee breaks or dinner on one evening. There 
are some single rooms available at a supplement of £205. Numbers are limited to 25 
participants. 
NB To avoid fixing the cost at too discouraging a level no allowance has been made for a 
deterioration in the value of sterling against the euro. We therefore reserve the right to 
make a surcharge of not more than £50, to cover up to 10% of extra costs caused by a fall 
in the exchange rate. Any costs above that will be borne by ULEMHAS. The exchange 
rate used for these costings was £1 = 1.15 euros 

The above costs also include the services of a travel agent - Real Holidays - which 
provides professional booking services and ATOL/ABTA cover. All travel and 
accommodation (flights, coach and hotels) have been arranged by Real Holidays, who will 
accordingly handle the financial side of the trip. 

Bookings and any initial enquiries will be dealt with by Michael Pearson who has taken 
on liaison with Real Holidays, so if you are interested in booking please contact: 

Michael Pearson. Primrose Cottage, Catmere End, Saffron Waiden, CB11 4XG 
Booking forms are included with this posting, so if you do intend joining the tour, please 
complete the form and send it, along with a cheque for the deposit made payable to Real 
Holidays, to Michael Pearson at the above address. This flyer is sent to all ULEMHAS 
members; it would be useful to know whether you intend joining the party as soon as 
possible, and certainly by the end of May. If you wish a friend to travel with you, they 
should become a member of ULEMHAS. 

Your attention is drawn to the booking conditions which accompany the booking form. It 
is essential that you take out travel insurance cover, and should also obtain the European 
Health Insurance Card (which replaced the form E l l l ) from a Post Office. 



ULEMHAS TOUR TO BERLIN 2012 
Provisional Itinerary 

Saturday 27 October 
Travel by BA leaving Heathrow at 8.50 to arrive at the new Berlin airport at 1135. 
Pick up the coach and start our Tour in the afternoon with: 
Charlotte, the Prussian Queen, and her Palace: Baroque in Prussia 
First, en route to or at the Charlottenburg, we shall stop for lunch. This will be 
independent (but perhaps 'organised') after which we shall gather at the 
Charlottenburg Palace. We shall start with the Old Palace where we consider the 
Baroque space and its power to suggest absolutism. After a visit to the paintings of 
Berlin in the 1700s we shall continue to the Rococo of Frederick the Second's New 
Wing and see his remarkable collection of the paintings of Watteau and Chardin. 
There will be some free time for an independent visit to either the Brohan Museum 
of the Decorative Arts 1890-1940 or the Scharf-Gerstenberg Museum of 
Surrealist Art, which are both in the area, before the coach takes us on an orienting 
city tour en route to the hotel. If time permits we shall stop at the Kaiser Wilhelm 
Memorial Church on the way. 

Dinner at the Hotel. 

Sunday 28 October : Twentieth Century and Contemporary Art in Berlin 
Coach tour of Berlin to include what is left of the Berlin Wall, the Topography of 
Terror (the story of the Third Reich in Berlin), Checkpoint Charlie and the 
exterior of the Jewish Museum. 
We shall then visit the Berlinische Gallerie where we will concentrate on the works 
of some of the most important German artists of the 1920s, such as Ludwig 
Kirschner, Otto Dix, Christian Schad. Coffee will be taken in the Galerie's Café Dix. 
If time permits we shall make a brief stop in the Bauhaus Museum and Archive. 
Lunch independent 
In the afternoon we shall concentrate on art since 1945 starting with the New 
National Gallery, a Mies van der Rohe building in the Kulturforum, which houses 
some of the most important German art from 1945 to 1980. 
After a tea break we shall visit the Hamburger Bahnhof Museum of Contemporary 
Art and round off the day with a visit to the Boros Collection. This remarkable 
collection of contemporary art was assembled by Christian Boros who, in 2003, 
bought and rebuilt an old air raid shelter (bunker) to house it. 

Dinner at a nearby restaurant 

Monday 29 October : Art of the Ancient world on Museum Island 
We leave the hotel on foot to walk through the old historical city of Berlin via the 
Gendarmenmarkt, Bebel Platz, Forum Fredericum, Humboldt University, New 
Watch, the Old and New Historical Museum, the Lustgarten and the Palace 
Square to the Pergamon Museum where we shall have a guided tour of the 
collections. 


